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$10,000 Worth (f New Dry Goods|
Iﬂﬂ |
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Another Great Seduction int
Prices,
A good assortment still of Dress Goods i

]

Shawls. Flannels, Jeans, Cassimeres
Yarns. Blankets, Table Linens, Towel
ings, Waterproofs, Mittons, Gloves, Hos-|

jery, Carpet Warps and Millinery, tha

will be elosed out at Prices Lower Than I.
Ever. New Prints, Muslins and l#ing-;
hams will be kept and sold at cost tll

the enfire stock of Dry Goods is closed

out. Designing to devote our entire |
attention {0 our large and growing Bool |
and Shoe Trade, Merchants and every- 1
body having to purchase Goods will be |
profited by calling soon at 1

HUME & HALL'S.

P. S—Manufacturers agency of the
Best and Cheapest Warranted Staple and
Fine Boots and Shoes, mens’ Waterproof
Boots, Best Candee Gum Boots and all
kinds of Overshocs. H. & H.

Jindhg}eier;ﬁ:;u.._

Findiany, Ohlo, Deec. 8, 1876

—
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A. H. BALSLEY, Editor and Proprietor.

TaE Democracy still sigh for that
one electoral vote, but are constantly
reminded thatit is stilla (.

el el

Tag Demoeratic talk about im-
peaching the President and his advis-
ers, is only another evidence of their

desperation.

AX “*honest count” gives the Repub-
licans twelve majority in the New York
Legislature. An honest count would
have given the State to Hayes.

A ReTurxNinG Board is badly needed
in Cineipnati, where the frauds at the
late election are assuming ugly and ex
tensive proportions.

THE story of the wrongs done to
Mrs. Pinkston, detailed in this paper,
give the reader a glimpse of the real
chaiacter of the Southern chivalry.

“R. B. HavEs.”, says the Baltimore
News, “‘stands for Returning Board
Hayes.” Ah, smarty! Then 8. J.
Tilden stand for Bhot Jum Tilden.
Judgment!—Burlington Hawkeye.

TEE public debt statement for Nov.
shows & decrease of $457,662 during
the month or a total decrease on the
debt aecount sinee June 30th 1876 of
$10,105,245. The debt at present is
$2,089, 336,099,

In THE “bull-dozed” precinets of
Louisiana, this year there was a regis-
try of 17,726 Republicen voters, butin
all those distriets only 5,758 Republi-
ean votes were permitted to be polled.
“‘Lets Lbave an honest count.”

Tag pertinacity of the New York
World in sticking to the story that
Hayes will withdraw from the Presi-
dential contest is only surpassed by
the Governor's holding on to the belief

that he has that extra electoral vote.
————————————

CHAPLAIN HARPER,who started the
story about Gov. Hayes having receiv
ed $400 of the spy who was shut at
Monocacy, has been sued by the moth-
er of the spy to recover the £400 and
two watches. The chaplain is caught
in his own net.

Ix NorTH CAROLINA the B_apul)lhnn
vote was 10,000 larger than ever be-
fore, yet the De nocraey having con-

trol of most of the coanties bave triod
Tweed and Tilden %, and by an
“honest rount” of ¢ 'ﬁ“
succeeded in oarryin the

In adakiald

famo1s notoriety of B Alld
organ that instigagates the assassina-
tion of Grant preparstory to msking
Mr. Tilden President.

Ix alloding to the Situation in Loui-
siana, Gov. Garfield said a few days
ago: “I never did believe in the
North half that was told me abootthe
condition cf Republicans in the South,
becanse I did not think you could live
in an actoal hell, until I came Lere and
saw it with my own eyes.”

CoL. McKexsIg, of the 4th Cavalry
had a fight with the Chyennes on the
25thult., completely surprising them
in their camp near the Big Horn, The
fight continued all day, and the entire
camp was caplured, consistening of 173
lodges, Five hundred ponies were
captured, Our loss was six killed and
twenty-five wounded. Twenty-five
dead Indians were found.

Tae situation in Soath Carolioa, is
war like. The Democracy,not accept
ing the action of the Returniog Board
in refusing certificates to claimants
Ifrcmn Edgefield and Laurens counties,
went off to a hall and organized, elect-
ing their officers, The Republican
wembers met in the State House and
organized. At that time there was
a guard at the door to refuse admit-
tance to claimaunts who did not hold
certiflcates of elections, but the goard
having been withdrawn,the Democrats
with the members from the debarred
countles mar:zhed in and took posses-
sion, at this writing there are two or-
ganized bodies, in the same room in
the State House. Later returns as-
sare us that the Governor proposed
usiog the constabulary of the State to
remove those members who did not
hoid regular certificates. Thereupon all
the Democrats removed to another

hall,

b ——————————
* Frer of Charge. Your Druggist will
refund your money if Dr Bull's Cough
Syrup does not give you satisfation and

either way, could not affect the resuit. |.

jority for Hayes,

i —————

of experience, aud alsc wih the pur-
pose of a part of the Bureau officersto
provide for all eontingenci=s that may
arise during the time for which the e

timaies are made, exelusive of Engi

user's estiipates, presented in aceond

ance with the Acts of Congress ealling
for surveys and estimntes for improve

wents at the varions loealities, These
estimales now presented are abont #6,

U0 000 in exeess of 1he appropriations
for the rears 1574-70 and IS75-T6.
This increase is asked, in order to pro
vide for the iuerems:d cavalry foree,
shonld their servicss be Recessary to
prosecate the war, “or economical work
on important public buildings, to pro-
vide for armamment of fortifieations
and the manufacture of small arms,
and to replenish the working stoek in
the sopply departusnis.

The appropriations for these last
named have for the past few years
been so lupited that the aecumulations
in store will be enfirely exhnusted
daring the present year, aud it will be
necessary to at cies Leogin *o replenisi

“The time may come when the colored freedman, by his ballot, shall restore the jewel of Lib-
erty to the Diadem of the Republic.”----.2. LIN COLMN.

Haves and Wheeler having received 185 Electoral vo

RESULT IN FLORIDA. |

The Returning Board of F'lorida‘

completed the eanvass of the election

returns, whieh, on their face show, as
follows:

Hayes Electors
Tilden Electors

24395 24328 24324 98323
24952 493 24284 24255

Muj. Hayes Electors 46 45 40 88!
This was the showing upon the face

of the returns without considering the  be called to the
result in any of the contested parishes.
Dade county, which has never polled
to exceed fifty votex and in which

there can be only & small majority

Florida will be counted for Hayes.
Dade county has since reported 5 ma

et Al e ———
TeHE way the Damnocracy make ma-
jorities is shown in the following dis-
patch from New Orleans. It will do
to ““blow” on, but not to bet on:
“In twenty uncontested parishes the
votes stand: Tilden, 19,981; Hayes,
27,008, In the contested parishes the
vote stands: Tilden, 50,112; Hayes,
28,516; Orleans, Tilden, 23,838; Hayes,

President’s Message.

To the Seuante nnd House of Representatives:

In submitiog my eighth and last an-
nual message to Congress, it sees
proper that I chould refer to, and ini
some degree recapitulate, the events
and official acts of the past eight years.

It was my fortune, or misfortone, to

OFFICE OF CHIEF EXECUTIVE,
without any previous political train-
ing. From the age of 17 I had never
even witnessed the excitement attend-
ing a Presidential campaign bat twice,
anteceedent to my own candidaey,and
at but one of them was I eligible as a
voter. Under such cirenmstances,
it is but reasonable to suppose thnt]'
errors of judgment must have oeeur-|
ed. Even had there wnot, diﬂ'eri
ences of opinion between the Execu-
tive, bound by an oath to the striet
performance of his duty, and writers
and debater must of have arisen. It

| is not necessarily a blunderon the part

of the Executive, because there are
these differeprces of views,  Mistakes
have been made, as all can see, and as

troops, but ramors of fresh discover-

creased numbers, I e e
been found in paying quantity. and an went has invited negotiations
effort to remove mminers would ouly |the conclusion of a new treaty.

tes, will be inaugurated.

ies of gold took into that region in
Gold has zetually |

result in the desertion of the bulk of ]
troops #hat might be sent there to re- |
move them. All diffienlty,” however, i
in this matter has been removed, sub- |
ject to the approval of Congress by a
treaty ceding the Black Hills and ap-
proachies to settlement by eitizens, The
subject of the Iudian poliey nnd treat
ment is so fully set forth by the Secre-
tars of the Interior, the Commissioner |
of Indian Affairs, and my views o ful |
Iy expressed therein, that I refer to
these reports and recommendations as
my own. The relations of the United
States with foreign powers continue on
a friendly footing. Questions have
arisen from time to time in the foreign
relations of the Government, but the
United States have been happily free
during the past year from the compli-
cations and embarrassments which
have surrounded some of the foreign
powers. The diplomatie correspond-
ence snbmitted herewith coutains in-|
formation as to certain of the matters
which have occupied the Government
and the cordiality which attends our

the 22d Article thereof. Under this
notice the treaty terminated upon the
5th day of June 1876. That Govern
towards
By
the act of Congress, March 34, 1874,
the President was authorized, when he
should receive satisfactoryinformation
that the Ottoman Govermment or that
of Egypt bad organized new tribnoals
likely to seeure to the citizens
of the United States the same
impartial justice enjoyed under lhe
exercise of judicial functions, by di
plomatic and eonsular officers of the
United States, to suspend the opera
tion of the act of June 22d. 1860, 'l.nd
to accept for the citizens of the United
States, jurisdiction of new tribunals.
Satisfactory information having been
received of the organization of such
new tribunals in Egypt, 1 caused a
proclamation to be issued on March
27th last, suspending the operation of
the act of June 22d, 1860, in Egypt,
aceording to the provisons of the act.
A copy of the proclamation accowpa
nies this Message. The United Srates

! has united with the other powers in the

organization of these courts. It is
hoped that the jurisdictional questions
which have arisen may be readily ad-

[ admit; but it seews ‘o me oftener in| rulations with the powers of the earth justed, and that the evidence in jodi-

selections of assistants appointed to

43,387. BSeven parishes not yet made
figures; five of themw are Demoeratic
and two Republican.
least 10,000 abead on the face of the
returns. Everything included, he is
not far from 12,000 ahead, as the Dem-
oerats figure it to night.

BEFORE betting any on those figures,
it would be well to tabulate them and
see where the 10,000 to 12,000 Demc

eratic majority comes in:

Haves TiLDEN

Twenty Parizhes....... 27,008 19,981
Contested Parishes. .. ..28 516 30,112
IR G st i 14,871 23,838
70,365 73,931

70,305

3,536

Giviog the Demoeracy, then,all they
elaim, their majority would only be as
shown, bat the econtested eases decided
when that telegram was sent had about
wiped out any pretense of a Demoeral
ie mrjority, and the mass of testimmony
as to intimidation, outrage and maur-
der revealed by the evidenee of Eliza
Pinkston, published elsewhere in this
paper, and others, would by the Loui
siapa laws enclude other returns,
Louisiana’s fair vote is largely for
Hayes, and even the Democrats of
“pational reputation” down there
admit the fact.

ORGANIZATION OF THE HOUSE.
Congress met on Monday, and the
House orgsnized by electing Ssmuel
Randall, Bpeaker. Previous to the
election of Speaker, Gen. Bauks pre-
sented the eredentials of tho newly
elected member from Colorado, when
the Demoe:ats struck down the high-
est privilege of all the members eleet,
where seats are uncontested, and who
have the regnlar certificate ot the Gov.
ernor of a Btate, namely the right to
participats in the organization of the
House. It was supposed at firet to
have in view the probable close divi-
sion of parties at the opening of the
pext Hoose. Not only were- the Re-
publicans deceived as to the real pur-
pose, but even Mr. Morricon, the lead-
er of the Democratic side, went over
to Republicans while the debate was
in progress, and mssored them that
there was no purpose to shat out the

: : , and that after the
r there would be no
g him, -Mr. Hol-

ere would be no oppositson to
‘his erédentials at the proper time, and
upon these assnrauces the Republloans
ceased their oppokitiop, and the elee-
tion of Rancall took place.  As soon
as this was aceomplished, Hewitt de-
velaped the plan for réfusing to reéog-
nize Colorado as a State. Morrison
and some others, who had been de-
ceived, and had given the Republic
privately to understand that the cre-
dentials would not be objected to,
were deeply chagrined, and did not
hesitate to privately curse Hewitt and
his tricks. Im spite of the fact that
the Senate bad received both Colorado
Senators, without an objection from
any on the Democratic side, Mr,
Springer, of lllinois, was P“:m‘d
to do Tilden's work, and a
resolution which was understood at
once to be a declaration that the Hounse
did not recognize Colorado as a
State, and that the Demoecrate intended
if possible, to prevent the receiving of
its electorial votes. Hewitt’s resola-
tion for a cdmmittee to flud pretexts
for the Housa to earry out ihe Tilden
programme, by objecting to the Elee-
toral votes of States, was passed by
trampling on the rales,

Of eourse this frand is only to make
a pretext for a dispute of the electoral
vote of Colerado. Itis too thin, but
it shows the unserupulousness of the
Demoecratic party in the House. The
conspiracy could not bring all the
Demoerais ap to the serateh, fifteen of
them oppesing, but they earried their
point.

The House joined the Senate in pro-
viding for the admission of Colorado as
aState. She bas complied with all the
requirements, and has been declareda
Btate by the President's proelamation,
in sccordanee with the act of Congrese.
Her electomal vote will be opened and
counted by the President of the Sen-
ate, This pretext in the House shows
their desperata plotting, but it will not
prevent the reception of the electoral

cure your cough.

vote of Colerado.

public will not materially change the |

Tilden is at|

of administering the Government, se- |
lections in npearly every ease made
| without a personal acquaintance with
the appointee, but upon recomenda-
tions of the Republicans chosen

| DIRKECTLY BY THE PEOPLE.

| Tt is impossible wliere so many trusis
|are to be allotted that the right par-
ties should be chosen in every instance.
History shows that no Administration
from the timne of Washington: to th=
present has been [ree from these wmis-
takes, but I leave comparisons to his
tory, claiming only that 1 have aeted
in every instanee {rom n conssientious
desire to do what was right, counstiin
tional, withia the laws and for the best
interesis of the whole people  Failures
have been errors of judgment, not of
intent.

My civil career commenced at n most
eritical time. Lessthan four years be-
fore the country had emerged from
& confliet sueh as no other nation had
ever survived; nearly one half of the
States had revolted against the Gov
ernment, and of those rewniviog
faithfal to the Union, a large precent
age of the population
SYMPATHIZED WITH THE REBELLION,

and wade an enemy in the rear al
most as dangerous as the more honor-
ble enemy in the front. The latter
committed errors of judgement, but
they maintained them opeuly and cour-
ageously; the former, received the pro-
tection of the Government they would
see destroyed, and reaped all the pe-
cuniary advautage to be gained out of
the then existing state of affairs; many
of them by oblaining contraets ~nd by
swindling the government in t'.e deliv-
ery of their goods immediately on the
cessation of hostilities. The then
NOBLE PRESIDEST
who had carried the country so lar
through its perils, fell & murtyr to his
patriotism at the hands of an assassin.
The intervening time to my first inaug-
aration was filled up with wranglings
between Congress and the new execu-
tive as to the best mode of reconstrue-
tion, or, to speak plainly, as to wheth-
er the

bias been plainly shown,

By the general participation of for
eign nations in the exhibition which
bas just closed, and by exertions made |
by distant powers to show their inter- |
est in and friendly feelings toward the |
United States, in commemoration of1
the Centennial of the Nation. The Gov-
erument and people of the United
States have not only fully appreciated
this exhibition of kindly feeling, but it
may be justly and fairly expected that
no small benefits will result both to
ourselves and other Natious from a
better acquaintance and a better ap-|
preciation of our mutual advantages
and 'lllll!ﬂll] wants,

THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE.

Congress at the last sess’on saw fit to
reduce the amount usually appropri- |
ated for foreign intercourse by with-)
holding eppropriations for representa- |
tives of the United States in certain
foreign countries and for eertain con |
sular officers, and by reducing the
swounts usually appropriated for cer-|
tain other diplomatie posts, and thus|
necessitating a change in the grade of |
representation. For these reasons, im-|
mediately upon the passage of the bill|
making appropriations for diplommicl
and comsular service for the present|
foree, instructions were issued to the
Representatives of the United States at
Bolivia, Ecuador and Colombia, and
to the Consular officers, for whom no
appropriation had been wade, 1o close
their respective legations and consu
lates, and cease from the performance
of their daties. In like manner, steps
were immediately taken to substitute

in FPortugal, Denmark, Greece, Switz

Iy impressed with the wisdom of sound |
ecopomy in the foreign serviee, as iu
other branches of the Government, 1
cannot escape the conclusion that in
some instances the withhelding of
appropriations will provean expensive
economy, and that the small retrench
ment secured by & ebange of grade in
certain diplowatic posts is not an ade-
quate consideration for the loss of
influenee and importance, which will

COSTROL OF THE GOVERNMENT
should be thrown immediately into the
hands of those who had so recently
and tly tried to destroy it, or
whether the vietors should continue to
have an equal voice with them in this
control. Reconstruction,
agreed upon
exeept that the late slave was enfran
chised, giving an increase, as was sup

, to the Union loving and Union
supporting votes. If free in the fnll
sense of the word they would not dis-
appoint this expectation; hence at the

i of my first administration,
the work of
RECONSTRUCTION MUCH EMBARRASSED
by the long deiay, and virtually com
mence ', It was; che work of the legisla-
tive branch of the government. My
province was wholly in ap their
nots, whieh I did most heartily, orging
the Legislatures of Lhe State; that
had not yet done so to ratify the fif
teenth amendment to the constitntion.

The conntry was Iaboring under an
enormous debt, coutracted in the sop-
pression of the rebeliion, and taxation
was to oppressive as to discourage pro-
duetion. Another danger also threat-

ed us—
THE FOREIGN WAR.
The last difficulty had to be adjast=d,
%:u adjusted withont war, and in
:Y ner highly honorable to all par-
ties concerned. Taxation has been re-
duced within the last seven years near
Iy three bundred millions of dollars,
and the National debt has been redoe-
ed in the same time over four huudred
a:hlﬂ:-ﬁve millions of dollars, by

ding the six per eent. bonded

for bouds bearing five and four
aud ooe-half per cent. interest respee
tively. The annual inferest has been
reduoced from over one hundred and
thirty millions of dollars, in 1569, to
bat little over one hundred millions of
dollars in 1876.

THE BALANCE OF TRADE
Has been changed from over one hun-
dred and thirty millions against the
United States in 1869 to more than one
hundred and twenty millions of dol-
lars in our favor in 1876. It is confi
dently believed that the balance of
trade in favor of the United States will
inerease, not diminish, and that the

pledge of Congress to resume specie
payment in 1879 will be easily accom-

plished.
ISDIAN POLICY.

Even in the absence of much desir-
ed further Jegislation on the subject, a
policy has been adopted towards In-
dian tribes inhabiting a large portion
of the territory of the United Btates,
which Las been Lumane, has substan-
tinliy ended loedian hostilities in the
whole land, exeept in a portion of Ne
braska and Dakota, yoming and
Montana Territories, the Black Hills
region and approaches thereto. Hos
tilities there bave grown out of the
avarice of the white man. who has
violated our treaty stipulstions 1 his
search for . The guestion might
be asked why the Governmnent has not
enforced obedience to the terms of the
treaty prohibiting the oeenpation of
the Black Hills region by whites. The
answer is ; the first emigrants
to the Black were removed by

as finally
, means this and only this, |

attend our ign representatives un-
der the redoction. 1am of the opinion
'that a re-examination of the sabject
| will eause & el-ange, in some instances,
in the conclusions reached on these
subjects at the last gession of Congress.

THE ALABAMA CLAIMS,

The Court of Commissioners of the
'Alabama Claims, whose functions were
' continued by an act of last sesssion of
| Congress, until the first day of Janu
ary, 1877, has ecarried on its labors
with diligenee and general satisfaction.
By a report from the clerk of the
Coart, transmitted herewith, bearing
date November 14th, 18760, it appears
thet during the time now allowed by
law the Court will have disposed ofall
the elaims presented for adjudieation.
This report also eontains a statement
of the general results of the labors of
the Court to date thereof. It isa cause
of satisfaetion that the method adopt
ed for the adjustmes®of the classes of
claims. submitted to the Court, which
are of iong standing, and justly en-
titled to early eounsiden , should
have proved goceessful and gecept
able. B ¥
THE NORTHWESTERY BOUNDARY.

1t is with satis n £l am en-
abled to state t work of the
joirt ecommission for detérmining the
boundary line between the United
States and British possessions from
the northwest anglg of the lake of the
woods to the RockW Mountains, eom-
menced in 1872, has been completed.
The final agrecuents of eowmissioners
with the maps have been duly signed,
and the waork of the commission is
complete. The fixing of the boandary

‘and which unhappily, seem

Charges d'Affairs for Ministers resident l
erland and Paraguay. While thorough- |

et b : 2 ax 4 |eal proceedings there may be hindered
14,871. Total, Tilden, 53,950; Hayes, | 4id in carrying out the various duties| yHE INTRRNATIONAL KXBIBITION. |

by no chstacles.
OUR TREATY WITH HAWAIL

The necessary legislation to carry
into effest the conditions respecting
eommercial reciprocity concluded with
the Hawaiian Islands in 1875, having
been had, the procinmation to carry
into effeet, the Convention, as provid-
ed by the act approved August 15th,
1866, was daly issued,upon the Tuesday
of September last. A copy thereof ae-
eompanies this message,

OUR NEIGHBORING REPUBLIC,

The commotions which have been
prevalent in Mexieo forsome tiwe past,
uot yet
wholly quieted, have led to complaints
of eitizens of the United States of in
juries by persons in authority. It is
hopel, hiowever, that these will ulti-
mately be adjusted to the satisfuction
of both goveinments, The frontier of
the United States in that quarter has
not been exempt from acts of violence
by eitizens of one Republie on those of
the othier. The frequeney of these is
supposed tobe inereased, and their ad-
justwent made wore difficalt, by con-
siderable changes in the course of the
lower part of the Rio Grande River,
which river is a partof the boundary
between the two countries. These
changes have placed on either side of

1that river portions of land which, by

existing conventions, belong to the ju-
risdiction of thegovernment on the
opposite side of the river. The subject
of the adjustment of this cause of dif-
fieulty is under consideration between
the two republies,

SETTLING SOME OLD CLAIMS,

The Government of the United
States of Columbia bas paid the award
in the case of the steamer Nontija,
<eized by the authorities of that Gov
ernment some years sinece, and the
amount has been transferred
claimants,

[t is with satisfaction that I am able
to announce that a joint eommission
for the adjustment of claims between
the United States and Mexico nnder
the convention of 1868, the duoratiou
of which has been several times ex-
tended, has brought its labors to close.
From the report of the agent of the
Uuited States which accom the
pepers transmitted herewith, it will be
seen that within the time limited by
the commission, one hundred and sev
enteen claims on the part of citizens
of the United States against Mexico
were referred to the eommission. Of
these claiins, eight hundred and thirty-
one were dismissed or disallowed, and
io one hundred aund eighty-gix cases
awards were made in favor of elaim-
ents against the Mexican Republie,
amounting in the aggregate to $4,125,-
£22 20. Within the same period, nine
hundred and ninety eight claims on
the part of citizens of the Mexican
Republic against tle United States
Governmuent were referred to the Com-
mission, and of these claims, eight
hundred and thirty-one were dismissed
or disallowed, and in one bundred and
sixty seven cases awards were made in
favor of the United Btu.tes, amounting
in the aggregate to $150,498.41. By
the terms of the Coovention, the
ainount of these awards is to be de-
ducted from the amount awarded in
favor of our citizens against Mexico,
and the balanee only to Le paid by
Mexico to the United States to make
provisions for their proportion of the
awards in favor of its own citizens, 1
invite your attention to the legislation
whighrwill be necessary to provide for
their payment.

A GOOD WORD FOR THORNTOXN..

In this counection I am pleased to be
able to express the acknowledgements
due to Sir Edward Thornton, the Um-

upon the Pacifle Const by the proioeoi
of Mareh 10, 1573, pursuant to the |
awards of the Ewmperor of Genuany by |
article XXXI1V, ot the trealy of Wash:
ington, with the termiunation of tln«l
work of this commission, adjusts and |
fixes the entire boandary between the |
United States and the British possess. |
ions, except as the portion of territory
ceded by Russia to the United States
under the treaty of 1867. The work
entrusted to eommissioners and the
officers of the aruy attached to the
cowissicn, has been well and satis
factorily performed. ‘The original of
the final agreement of the commission-
«rs, signed apon the 29th of May, 1876,
with the original list of astronomieal
stations obeerved, the original oficial |
list of monuments marking the inter
national boundary lines, and maps,
records, and general reports, relating
to the Commwission bave been deposit-
ed in the Department of State.
official report of the Conumission on
tha part of the United States, with
report of the Chief Astronomerof the
United States, will be submitted to
Congress within a short time.

1 reserve for a seperate cowmunica
tion to Congress a statement of
questions which lately arose
fireat Britian, the su

of fugative eriminals, under the treaty |O-

of 1842. D e upes
TREATY WITH THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE |$i¢ The numbers of persons
The OQttoman government gave no- foreign birth :eellnliln-ohq
ﬂunnderdihdlmmg.lﬁ, 1574,0f United States, the ease and facility
its desire to terminute treaty of with which the hovest emigrant may,
1862, eoncerning commerce and navi after the lapse of a reasonable time,
gation, pursnant to the provisions of become possessed of

pire of the mission, who has given
to the consi tion of a large number
of claims subuwitted to him, mueh time,

unwearied paticuee, and that fairness
and intelligence, whieh are well known
to belong to the aceomplished repre-
septative of Great Britain, and which
are likewise recoguized by the
sentative in this ecuntry of the Repub-
lie of Mexico. }
CLAIMS AGAINST VENEZUKELA.
Monthly payments of a very;
part of the amount due by tho&rw
went of Venezuela to the o1
seoount of the

;

to the |

of citizeuship of the United States, and
the frequert oceasions whieh induee
such adopted citizens to return to the
country of their birth, renders the
subject of paturalization and safe-
guards, which experience has proved
neeessary for the protection of the
hovnest naturalized eitizens of para-
mount importance. The very simplie
ity in the requirements of law on this
question, afford opportunity for fraud.
and the want of aniformity in the pro-
esedings and the records of the varions
courts, and in the forms of the certifl-
cates of naturalization issned. affoid &
constant source of diffienlty. I suggest

NO ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

to the acquistion of eitizenship beyond
those now existing, but I iuvite the
earnest attention of Congress to the
necessity and wisdom of some provis
ions regarding uniformity in the ree-
ords and certificates, and providing
against the frauds which frequently
take place, and for the vacaiing of a
record of paturalization obtained in
frand.

These provisions are needed in aid
and for the protection of the honest
citizen of foreign birth, and for the
want of which Le is made to suffer not
unfrequently. The United States have
insisted upon the right of expatriaein
tion, and have obtained, after a long
struggle, ar. admission of the prineiple
contended for by acquiesence therein
ou the part of wany foreign powers
and by the conclus ou of duties on that
subject, it is, however, but justice to
the government to which sueh natural-
ized eitizens have formerly owed al
legiance as well as to the United States,
that certain

FIXED AND DEFINATE RULES

should be adopted governing such
cases, and providing how expatriation
may be accumplished while emigrants
ip large numbers become eitizens of
the United States. It isalso true that
persons both native born and natural-
ized, once citizeus of the United States,
either by formal acts, or the effect of
a series of facts and circumstances,
asbandon their citizenship, and cease
to be entilied to the protectionof the
United States, but eontinue on conve-
nient occasions to assert claims to pro-
teetion. )

FORKIGN MARRIAGES OF AMERICAN

CITIZKNS.

In the absence of provisions on these
questions, and in this coppeestion, 1
again invite your attention to the ne-
cessity of legislation, coneerning war
riages of American citizens contracted
abroad, and concerning the status of
American women who marry foreign
ers, and of children born of American
parents in a foreign country,

The delieate and complicated ques-
tions continnally oceurring with refer-
ence to the naturalization,expatriation
and statuos of such persons as have
above been referred to, induces me to
earnestly direct yourattention again to
these subjects. In a like manver I re
peat my recomwendation that some
means be provided for the beariog and
| determination of the just and sabsist-
ling claim of alieus upon the govern-
mwent of the United States, within a
reasonable limitation, and of sueh as
may herenfter arise, while by existing
provisions of law the Court of Claims
may be in eceitain eases resorted to
| by an alien claimant. The absence of
1nn;r general provisions governing all
| such cases, and the want of a tribunal
|ekilled in the disposition of sueh cases
upon recognized., fixed and settled
prineiples, either provides no remedy
in many deserving eases or compels a
consideralion of such claims by Con-
gress or the executive departments of
the government,

It is believed that the other Govern-
ments are in advanee of the United
States upon this question, and that the
practice now adopted is entirely unsat
isfactory.

THE STATE OF CCLORADO.

Congress, by an act approved the 34
of Mareh, 1875, anthorized the inhab-
itants of the Territory of Colorado to
form a State Government, with the
name of the State of Colorado, and
therein provided for the admission of
said State, when formed, into the
Union, upoun an equal footing with the
original States, a constitution having
been adopted and ratified by the peo-
ple of that State, and the acting Gov-
ernor having certified to me the fucts
as provided by said act, together with
a copy of such constitutizn and ordi
papces as provided for in the said aet,
and the provisions of the act of Con-
grsss having been duly complied with,
[ issued a proclamation upon the first
of August, 1576, a copy of which is
hereto annexed.

THE ARMY,

The report of the Secretary of War
shows that the arwy has been actively
employed during the year in subduing,
at the request of the Indian Burean,
certain wild bands of the Sioux Indian
nation, and in preserving peace at the
South during the election.

A commission was constituted, ander
the act of July 24, 1876, to consider
aud report on the whole subject of re.
form and organization of the whole
army, in Aogust last, and has collected
a large mass of statistics and opinions
bearing on the subject before it. These
are ncw under consideration, and their
report is progressivg. I am advised,
though, by the president of the com-
mission, that it will be impraectieable
to comply with the clause of the aet
requiring a repot to be presented
throngh me to Congress on the first
day of this session, as there has pot
been time for that mature deliberation
which the importance of the subject
‘demands. Therefore, I ask that the
tinse of making the report be extended

mthupmp#‘b change the sys-
which it bas bitherto pursued ﬂhh!ﬂhdﬂ)ot January, 1877.

ble, to ascertain e
tion on the subject.

In accordance with the regulation of
Aungust 15, 1576, the army regulatiovs
uoder the act of Mareh 1,
Bot been prowulgated, but
are d until after the report of
the above wentioned eowmission shall
bave been received and aeted upon.

By the act of August 15, 1876, the
eavalry force of the army was inereas-
ed by 2,500 men, with & proviso that
they shounld be discharged on the ex
piration of the hostilities. Under this
bavs
E of
them are now in the field, pursuing the
remnant of the Indians, with whom

election of na-|they have been engaged during the

sammer.
THE ESTIMATES OF THE WAR DEPART-

MEST
are made up on the basis of the num-

ber of authorized law apd
ﬁehuq:i::-mu, unbog by'yenn

e,
WAR CLATMS

| invite your specinl attention to the
following recomuvendations of the See-
retary of War:-

First—That the elaims under the net
of July 4, 1864, for supplies taken by
the anuy during the war, be removed
frum the offices of Quartermaster and
Comnmissary Gererals and transferred
to the Southern Claims Commission.
These claims are of precisely similar
uature to those now before the South-
ern Claims Commission, and the War
Department Bureans bave not the eler-
ical foree for their examination, nor
proper machinery for investigating the
loyalty of the claimants.

Second—That Congress sanction the
scheme of an apnuoity fond for the
benefit of the families of deceased offi-
cers, and that it also provide for the
permanent orgunization of the regular
service, bothh of whieh were recom
wended in wy last annual message.

Third—That the manufacturing op-
erations of the Ordinance Departinent
be concentrated at three Arsenals, and
an Armory, and that the remaining
Arsenals be sold, and the proceeds ap-
plied to Lhis objeet by the Ordinance
Department.

RIVER AND HARBOR IMPHOVEMEXTS,

The appropriations for River and
Harbor improvements for the current
year were £5,015,000. With my ap
proval the Secretary of War directed
that cf this emount, §2,00¢,000should
be expended,and no new worksshould
be begun end none prosecuted, which
were not of National importance. Sub-
sequently, this amount was inoreased
to $2,237, 600, and the works are now
progressing on this basis.

Tbhe improvement of the south pass
of the Mississippi river, under James
B, Eads and his associates, is progress-
ing favorably. At the present time
there is & channel of 20 3 10 feet in
depth,between the jetties of the mouth
of the pass, and 18 1-2 [eet at the head
ot the pass. Neither chaunel, how-
ever, has the width required before
payments can be wade by the United
States, A commission of Engineer of-
ficers is now examining these Works,
and their report will be presented as
soon as received.

THE NAVY.

The report of the Secretary of the
Navy shows that brunch of the serviee
to be in a condition as effective as itis
possible to keep it,with the means and
anppropriations given the Department.
Itis, of eourse, impossible to rival the
costly and progressive establishments
of Great European powers with the
oid material of our navy, to which no
inerease has been anthorized since the
war, exeept eight small eruisers, built
to supply the place of others which
bad gone to decay; yet the most has
been done that was possible with the
means at eommand, and by substan-
tially rebuilding some of our old ships
with darable material and cowmpletely
repairing aud refitting our mouitor
fleet. The navy hasbeen graduoally so
brought up that thouogh it does not
maintain its relative position among
the progressive navies of the world, it
is now in a condition

MORE POWERFUL AXD EFFECTIVE

than it hes ever been in time of peace;
the complete reprirs to our five heavy
ironelads are only delayed on acecuut
of the inadequacy of the appropriations
made last year for the working bureaus
of the Department, which were actu-
ally legs in amount than those made
before the war. notwithstanding the
greatly enhanced price of labor and
materials and the increase in the ecat
of the naval serviee growing out of the
universal use and great expense of
steasm machinery.

The money for these repairs should
be provided at onee, that they may be
completed, without further unnecessa-
ry delay and expense. When this is
done all the strength ihat there isin the
navy will be developed and useful to
its full capacity, and all will be power-
ful for the purpose of defense, and also
for offensive action, should & necessity
for that arise, within a reasonable dis-
tance from our shores. The fact that
our pavy is not wore modern and pow
erful than it is, hsas been made a cause
of complaiut aguinst the Secretary of
the navy by persons who, at the same
time, eriticize and complnin of his en-
deavors to bring the navy that we have
to its best and mos efficient condition,
but the good sense of the country will
anderstand that it is really to his prae-
tical action that we have at this time
any effective navy foree at eommand.

POSTAL MATTERS.

The report of the Postmaster Gen-
eral shows the exeess of expendi'ures,
(excluding expenditures on account of
previous years, over receipts for the
fiseal year ending June 30th, 1870), to
be £4,151,988.66. The estimated ex
penditures for the fiscal year ending
June 30th, 1878, are £36,723,432.42;
estimated revenue for the same period
is 30,645, 165.00; leaving on estimated
excess of expenditures to be appropri-
ated as a deflcieney of 85 075 267.45.
The Postmaster General, like his
predecessor, is convineed that a change
in the basis of adjusting the salaries of
postmnasters of the fourth class is nee
essary for the good of the service, as
well as for the interests of the Gov-
ernment, and urgently recommends
that the comspensation of the class of
postmasters above mentioned be based
upon the business of their respeciive
offlees, as ascertainsd from the sworn
returns to the Aaditor, of stamps ean
eelled.
A few postmasters in the Soathern
States have expressed great apprehen-
sions of their personal safety on ac
count of their connection with the
postal service, and have specially re
quested that their reports of appre-
hended danger should not be wade
public lest it sbould resalt in the loss
of their lives, but mo positive testi
wony or interference has been subumit-
ted except in the ease of a mail mes
senger at Spartanburg in South Caro
lina, who reported that he had Leen
violently driven away while in ch
of the mails, on aceount of his politi
cal afflliations. An Assistant Saperin-
tendent of the railway mail service in
i this case and repcred that
the messenger has disappeared from
his post, leaviog his work to be per
formmed by a substitute. The Post-
master General thinks this case is suf
ficiently suggestive to justify him in
recominend that a more severs
punishment should be provided for the
offense of assaulting any person in
charge of mails, or of retarding or
otherwise obstructing them by threats
of any persopal ivjary.
A very gratifying result Is presented
in the fact that the defloiency of this
department duriog the last fiscal year
was redoced to §1,981 720 £1 as against
£6,169,938 56 for the preceding year.
The difference can be traeed to the
large inerease in its ordi-ary receipts,
which greatly exceeded the estimates
therefor, and a slight decrease in its
expenditures. The ordinary receipts
of the Postoffice for the
seven h:l yu:shl:u increased at an
averageof over tpercent. peran-
pum, while the increass of expendi-
tures for the same period has beeu
about five filty per cent, per annum,
and the decrease of deficiency in the
revenues bas been at the rate of nearly
two per cent. per snnum. .

AGRICULTURE.

The repcrt of the Commissiouer of
Agricclture, acecmpausing this wes
sage, will be found one of great inter-
eet, markiog, as it does, the great pro-
gress of the last century, the inersase
of the produce of the soil. and of
knowledge and skill in 1he labor of
producing, saving and manipaloting
the same to prepare them for the ase
of mie: in the improvements in wa
clunery to eid the agricultarist in his
labors, and in the knowledge of those
scientifie subjeets neeessary to s thor
ough system of cecnomy in agricultur-
al prodactions, namely : Chemisty, Bo-
tany. and Etymology. This report,
those iut-rested in agricultore and de
riving their support from it, will find
of valae in pointing out those articles
which are ruised in poiuting out those
articles which are raised in greater
quantity thano the needs of the world
:&;nj::- auil must gell therefore for
€s3 than the cost of production, and
| those which command a profit over the
cost of production by canse there is not
an over prosinetion. | eall special at-
L ntion to the ueed of the Department
fcr a new gullery for the rece; of
the t‘l‘hibill returned from the Centen-
nial Ex!ibition, ineluding the exhibits
donated by very many foreign nations,
aud to the recommendations of the
Comnissoner of Agriculture generaily.
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
. The reports of the District Commiss
iovers and the Board of Health are just
reciwed. too late to read them to
make recommendations
are herswith submitted, SRS Sud
THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION,

beld at Philadelphia this in -
wemoration of the one hond,“:edth?;
niversary of American ce,
bas proved a great sueceess and will no
doubt be of endaring adventage to the
country. It has shown great progre:s
in the arts, sciences, and mechanieal
skill made ia a singie centory, and de-
wonstrated that we are bat little be
iind the oldest pations in ANy one
bm.nch, while in some we scarcely have
arival. It has served, too, not only to
bring the people and produets cf skill
and labor from all parts of the world|
together, but in the bringing together!|
prople from all sections of the country
which must prove a great benefit in
the inforwation iwparted aud the pride
of the country engenderad.

It bas been suggested by scientists
lntmq in and connected with the
Sm!thnonun institation, in a commau-
cation herewith submitted, that the
government exhibit be removed to the

erected or purchased for its aceommo
dation as a permanent exhibition. 1
earnestly recommend this, believ
ing that Congress would second this
view, | directed that all government
exhibits at the Centennial Exhibition

its might be injured by remein

ing in a buildivg not intended as a pro-
tection in inclement weather, or such
as may be waunted by the department
furnishing them, until the question of
permanent exhibition is aected on.
Although the moneys appropriated by
Congress to enable the participation of
the several execative departments in
the International Exhibition of 1878,
were not sufficient to earrv ocut the
ondertaking to the full extent at first
contemplated. It gives me pleasure to
refer to the very efficient and eredit-
able manver in which the Board, ap

pointed from these several depart-
ments, to provide an exhibition on the
part of the government, have dis
charg=d their duties with the funds
placed at their command. Without a
precedent to guide thew in the prep-
aration of such a display, the success
of their lubors was amuply attested by
the sustained attention which the
contents of the Governwent Building
attracted during the period of the Ex

hibition, from both foreign and native
people,

1 am strongly impressed with the
value of the collection made by the
government for the purposes of the
exhibition, illustrating as it does the
general resources of the country, the
statistical and practical evidenees of
our growth as a nation, and the upses
of the mercastile arts and the appli-
eations of applied seienee in the admin
istration of the affairs of the govern
ment, Muany nations have voluntarily |
contribited their exhibits to the United
States to ineredse tie interest in any
permanent exhibition that &8
may provide for. For this act of gen-
erosity they should receive the thanks
of the people, and I respectful'y sog
gest that a resolntion of Congress to
that effect be adopted.

THE PRESIDEXNTIAL COXTHST,

The attention of Congress cannot be
too earnestly called to the necessity of
throwing some greater saiegnard over
the method of choosing and declaring
the election of a Pre-ident. Under the
present system there seews to be no
provided remedy for contesting the

capital and a suvitable building be

should remnin where they are as exhib- |

coment of the electors, th—.

support of the free school,
franchisement of all who g:::‘;;h:

acd write the English vage

o fxed probation snd ot m:‘:;
liearty approval Iwouald not make this
apply, however 10 those almdy YOolers
bat [ wocld tonil bacaualu.uuufmm.
expirarion of the probation fixed opon.
Forelgners coming to the eoantry to
beeome citizens, who are educated in
their own langaage, would aequire the

neccessar- residence to obtain nataral
ization. If they did uot tags enongh
interest v vur lengu f0 uequire
sufficient knowk dge ?lglt to mLI:
them to study the institutiousand kaws
of the country inielligentiy. 1 would
not confer apon thew the right to
m;h:] such laws, por to seleet those
who uy,

SANTO DOMINGO.

I sppeud to this message, for conve-
uient reference, a synopsis of adminis-
trative eveuts, und of all recommenda-
tions to Congress made by me during
the Inst seven years, 'l‘l::,om, show
some of these reconnnendaticns not to
have beer. wisely coneeived, but I be-
lieve the larger part will be no disered-
it to the administration. Ove of these
r counmendations wet with united op
gcesmon of hone politieal party in the

nate, with a strong tion from
the other, namely : T;-?wtmt] for the
anvexation of Santo to the
United States, to which I shall especial-
Iy refer, maiutaining, as I do, that if
my views had been coneurred in the

and upon its soil may be
those of
United States use so much, and
are produced or prepared for market
now by slave labor almost ',
namely: sugar, coffee, dyewoods, ma-
bogany, tropiceal fruits, tobaeco, eto.s
About seventy-five per cort. of the ex-
ports of Coba are consumed in the
United States. A large percentage of
the exports of Brazil also find the same
warket. These are paid for almost
exelusively in coin, legisiation, partic
ularly in Caba, being unfavernble tona
mutual excbange of the products of
each country. Flour shipped from the
Mississippi River to Havana esn

by the very entrance to the city om its
way to a portion of 8 then paysa
duty fixed upon les to be re-ex-
ported, transferred (o a Spanish vessel
and t back ahmost to the point

, of starting, paying o second daty, and
still leave a profit over what would be
received by direct shipment. All that
is produced in Cuba could be produced
in Santo Dowi being a part of the
United States. between the
Island and the main land would be
free. There would be no export duties
on her shiipmwents nor import duties on

| those cowing here. Thers would be no

import duties upon the su machi-
nery, ete., goivg from the States. The
effect that would Lave been produced
upon Cuban commerce with these ad-
vanlages to Americs, is observable at
a glance. The Coban question would
have been settled long ago in favor of
*Free Cuba;” hundreds of Ameriean
vessels wonld now be advautageously

| used in transportivg the valuable woods

and other produets of the soil of the
Island tc & warket, and in carrying
supplies and emigrants to it. The
Island is but sparsely settled, while it
has an area sufiecient for the
tive employmnent »f several of
people. The soil would have soon
fallen to the bands of the United States
capitalists. The produects are so valu-
able in commerce that
there would have been encouraged.
The emanecipated race of the South
would have ‘onnd there & congenial
Liowe where their eivil would
not be disputed, and where their labor
would be sought after, ana the poorest
nmoua them would bave found means
to go there in cases of great
and eruelty such uhnubouw
upon them in many the
last eleven years, W commaunities
would have sought refoge in Sante
Domingo. I do not suppose the whole
race nawed would have gooe, wor Is it
desirable that they should go. Their
labor is desirable, wble almost,
where theyare now; but the
slon of this terrvitory would have left
the negro master of the situation by
epabling him to demand his right at
bome on pain of seeking them else-
W lere.

I do not present these views now as
a recommendation for a renewal of the
subject of anvexation, but I do refer
to it to vindieate my previoua aetion
in regard to it

With the present mwy official,
life terminates. [t is not probable tLat
public affairs will ever receive at-
tention from me, | than as &
citizen o! the republie, always takiog
deep interest in the honorand
and prosperiry of the whole land.

eleetion in any one State, The reme (Signed) U. 8. GrasT,
dy is partially,no doubt, in the enlight | Executive Mansion, December 5, 1875.
— ————————————
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